What’s at stake for women in this election?
This year, New Yorkers will elect a new Mayor, Comptroller, Public Advocate,
Borough Presidents, City Council Members, and Manhattan District Attorney.*

Important issues on the ballot will include:

e Childcare « LGBTQ Rights
 Education Funding * Policing

e Housing * Reproductive Justice
* Jobs » Sexual Violence

UPCOMING DEADLINES
Primary Election: June 22, 2021

May 28: Registration Deadline

June 15: Absentee Ballot Request Deadline
June 12-20: Early Voting

June 22: Primary Election Day

General Election: November 2, 2021

October 8: Registration Deadline
October 26: Absentee Ballot Request Deadline
November 2: General Election Day

October 23-31: Early Voting

* The Manhattan District Attorney race will not use Ranked Choice Voting.
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https://wccny.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/democracy.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/civicengagement/index.page
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RANKED CHOICE VOTING (RCV) RESOURCES

e RCV Palm Card: DemocracyNYC, NYC Civic Engagement Commission (CEC)

* NYC Campaign Finance Board (CFB) Resources
» RCV FAQ (CFB in 15 languages)
» Additional CFB Resources Folder including:
— Social Media

— Sample Ballots

— RCV Postcard + Flyer/one-pager (flyers in English, Spanish, Korean, Chinese)
— RCV in NYC Training Materials (NYCCFB)

— CFB Plans 2020

* NYC Civic Engagement Commission RCV Information

* Rank the Vote: Videos, FAQs, news updates, and educational resources.

» VOTER RESOURCES
— Short Voter Training Presentation (available in Spanish, Simplified
Chinese, Nepali, Korean, Haitian Creole, English, and Bangla)
— Citywide RCV Explainer (available in Vietnamese, Traditional Chinese,
Spanish, Simplified Chinese, Russian, Nepali, Korean, Khmer, Haitian
Creole, French, English, Bangla, Arabic)

— Extended Voter Training - English

» CANDIDATE RESOURCES

— Examples of RCV Messaging by Candidates (A collection of materials
created and distributed by campaigns.)

— Candidate Training Exercises (District X Candidates; Message
Development; Power Mapping; RCV Convo 101; Vote Goal Calculation)
— RCVNYC Candidate & Campaign Training Presentation

» ORGANIZATIONAL RESOURCES
— Examples of RCV Messaging by Endorsing Organizations

— Community Partners Training

* Q&A on Ranked Choice Voting (The City)

* Queens Public Library RCV Presentation: Video Recording and Presentation Slides
(League of Women Voters)
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bQsOnPvKO1c87Bexmqfv1oLZuIKGlGUZ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/ranked-choice-voting/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1yP9Lty6sPOZ4XjzKUyTznGUkh9xtg97d?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JOpSFdkimUtRVR3m2NzHISdRuLYBE96Q
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eSYKtHO5WUWuOd8zv9-GvvsABcJnylml
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18Tqq-oZnbpn1Kw8jdQbupict53jWE-Q8
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1N1xUxLqbTv9TG-RP1e5TdLWbZwqtQdis
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12rblYWKsfPSM8MwW_Jxvs1SC-p7r7H1h
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/civicengagement/voting/ranked-choice-voting.page
https://rankthevotenyc.org/resource-audience/voter-resources/
https://rankthevotenyc.org/resource-audience/voter-resources/
https://rankthevotenyc.org/resource-audience/candidate-resources/
https://rankthevotenyc.org/resource-audience/organizational-resources/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecity.nyc%2F2021%2F3%2F17%2F22335796%2Franked-choice-voting-questions-answers-for-nyc&data=04%7C01%7Ccohlya%40hra.nyc.gov%7C9f4112b6ebbb433c366308d8f51142fc%7C369ccac91d3d435bb214c86f3a380236%7C0%7C0%7C637528801790532219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ipczl6HQ2slFU68ppvV9olQBoQ1S3UYaUvf1mQT9WwU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0nvF88vXvA&ab_channel=QueensPublicLibrary
https://app.luminpdf.com/viewer/6075fba50a2cea001109e470
https://wccny.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/democracy.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/civicengagement/index.page
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ADDITIONAL VOTING RESOURCES

* Voter Resource Document
(DemocracyNYC)

* Make a Plan to Vote
(Women Creating Change)

* Voter Guide (Campaign Finance Board)

* Vote411 Election Information You Need
(League of Women Voters Education
Fund): Check Your Voter Registration,
Register to Vote, and Find What’s On Your
Ballot

* Pledge to Vote
(United Neighborhood Houses)

e Poll Site Language Assistance List
(NYC Civic Engagement Commission)

TAKE ACTION AND VOLUNTEER

* Register New Yorkers on May 11, 2021:
Help New Yorkers register to vote using
DemocracyNYC’s digital outreach tools.
All you would need is a phone, tablet, or
computer to participate. Sign up and help
New Yorkers register to vote at
on.nyc.gov/RegisterToVoteDOA.

e Get Out the Vote Phone Banking Efforts:
Participate in Get Out the Vote phone-
banks for the upcoming primary election.
Please sign-up and promote among your
networks: on.nyc.gov/CallOutTheVote.

* Post on Social Media and Educate
Your Networks on RCV:
— Ranked Choice Voting Social Media
Toolkit on.nyc.gov/RCVToolkit
— RCV social media resources

DEMOCRACY \
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e ElectNYC.org (Citizens Union):
A nonpartisan public education campaign
or the upcoming NYC election designed as
a one-stop shop for New Yorkers to find
out who is running, information about the
candidates running, the role of different
elected offices and how voters can rank
their candidates.

* Absentee/Vote by Mail Information
(Board of Elections New York State)

e Understanding the Ballot
(Board of Elections NYC)

» Accessibility, on.nyc.gov/VoteAccess,
(Board of Elections NYC)

e Join the Language Assistance
Advisory Committee:
The Civic Engagement Commission is
looking for new members interested in
the intersection of language access and
civic engagement to help shape CEC
programming. To learn more about
CEC’s volunteer opportunities, visit
nyc.gov/civicengagement.

Share these virtual voter education
workshops:
e Latinx workshops in English and Spanish

¢ Black History Month workshop
e Urdu workshop
* Bangla workshop
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Commission
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hMagiVuMyeoiqzHrPbK-_TwFKlSK7lGW/view?usp=sharing
https://wccny.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/YOUR-PERSONALIZED-VOTING-PLAN-new.pdf
http://www.nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/vgwelcome/?
https://www.vote411.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uwnnjpTAqnH6vBslqSku-XNV1Gj4ZzoByLTGCyLA1q0/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/civicengagement/voting/poll-site-language-assistance-list.page#:~:text=The%20New%20York%20City%20Board,available%20and%20for%20which%20languages.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsecure-web.cisco.com%2F1pcEEeuIsKhLOG_Nsq3ZYWeKX9TRK_3bZxZC-YSznxlg3juD1gvdOwNPmcwHlovJujP5XaGSjclQuBu8sTKsy0F3PJA0zOxDKws2W7pp7NCTnQjbuA60kjtDWfub9BRf0S4V5GFdjEWX1LTFCihj_O4dVeUZPC-2iYR_SRF63JRl8c-tN9LWkWHUGEJyD_ygXcoSTIULAvIjeU0cyW6q6wtpTnUaS8v7l6IBZxybjPiSZLqXToqQkL7492Bx0Sn7oHKkJYTUGCNeMAc7X-1jzort0Z1H32tNiwNjwZ64HEMPGxpZBu1B2f2rlDY85DxcKQyBYt5Y4MTXxHuV58mfqRLr2tBBmLPxnVYbmYK43h60%2Fhttp%253A%252F%252Felectnyc.org%252F&data=04%7C01%7Ccohlya%40hra.nyc.gov%7Cb784fc6ebc3843093e4408d8fb984aff%7C369ccac91d3d435bb214c86f3a380236%7C0%7C0%7C637535978800694077%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Y0809ILMZ4v7QpHDWGKoMmpbz3brBpgHYZoZpjxFc8g%3D&reserved=0
https://www.elections.ny.gov/votingabsentee.html
https://vote.nyc/page/understanding-ballot
https://vote.nyc/page/accessibility
http://on.nyc.gov/RegisterToVoteDOA
http://on.nyc.gov/CallOutTheVote
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D3MiV73hXFBoeGeDJCtg0tawZID9angGDoebUumlnFs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D3MiV73hXFBoeGeDJCtg0tawZID9angGDoebUumlnFs/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JOpSFdkimUtRVR3m2NzHISdRuLYBE96Q
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/civicengagement/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/civicengagement/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities.page
http://nyc.gov/civicengagement
https://www.facebook.com/casitamariabx/videos/145121634134568
https://www.facebook.com/nycimmigrants/videos/885435128909752
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=143052001000512&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.facebook.com/118622031512497/videos/780595199236098
https://www.facebook.com/118622031512497/videos/120378216630331
https://wccny.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/democracy.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/civicengagement/index.page
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TOOLKITS

* Ranked Choice Voting - Social Media Toolkit
(NYC Mayor's Public Engagement Unit and DemocracyNYC — on.nyc.gov/RCVToolkit)

* Ranked Choice Voting Toolkit (NYC Votes)

* Voter Engagement Information for Nonprofits

» VOTER ENGAGEMENT TOOLKIT
Community Votes, Nonprofit NY, and Nonprofit Vote released this comprehensive
and nonprofit specific 2021 Toolkit including basic voting timelines and nonpartisan

tactics, tips for GOTYV, templates for emails and pledges to vote, and social media
graphics.

» GOTV TOOLKIT (United Neighborhood Houses)
Including:

— Staying Nonpartisan: Permissible Election Activities Checklist for 501(c)3
Nonprofit Organizations

— Pocket Guide-New York State Voter Facts

— Pledges to Vote

— Make a pledge to vote in the 2021 NYC Primary Elections!
— NYC 2021 Elections Timeline-GOTV

— Guide: Planning and Running a Voter Registration Drive
— FAQ: Ranked Choice Voting

— New York Nonprofit 2021 Elections Training

RCV INTERACTIVE BALLOT

* To educate New Yorkers on the new voting process, DemocracyNYC has contracted
a web-based tool in 16 different languages to help New Yorkers learn how to fill out
the new ballot in the language they speak. The tool then demonstrates how results
are calculated through the new system. Create a ballot in a language of
your choice.

* Try a sample ballot and Vote Here on your favorite Parks Named for Famous Women.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D3MiV73hXFBoeGeDJCtg0tawZID9angGDoebUumlnFs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_lJxGX57DOOgd3bnT49KOX-473boK9u-E8lUxJfhtFQ/edit
https://b3288d33-9c95-49c9-ab80-c6f867b5def6.filesusr.com/ugd/a4389a_e1b2a6ef9bae4a01b543d582bc65b58a.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1nhp3pr9rPA8fuv7H0XuqqiuS8KrBlF3p
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScuSIeVX7kC20EbdgRaDf_z18FndDS8OXkxPSCHy5Xnu45jmQ/viewform
https://app.rankedvote.co/elections/4765/Favorite-Parks-Named-For-Famous-Women-and-Historical-Figures/4753/vote
https://wccny.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/democracy.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/civicengagement/index.page
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RCV PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

* BRIC PSA: e Rank the Vote:
What is Ranked Choice Voting? How Does Ranked Choice Voting Work?

e Campaign Finance Board PSAs: * Board of Education RCV PSAs:

» English » English
» Bengali » Bengali
» Chinese » Chinese
» Korean » Korean
» Spanish » Spanish

CANDIDATE INFORMATION

* 2021 Campaign Database:
Identifies candidates running in each
neighborhood, borough, and citywide and * Learn about other candidates:
contains website info, social media and what you need to know about each.
campaign contact details, and financial » Mayor
information. See more about the City » District Attorney
Elections Initiative here. (Created by the » Public Advocate
Center for Community Media at the .

Newmark Graduate School of Journalism » Borough President
» City Council

at CUNY.)
» Council Part Il

* What Can My Elected Officials Do? (CFB)

e Meet Your Mayor:
A private, fun, informative tool, where one
can answer a few multiple choice questions
and see how mayoral candidates have
answered the same questions. (THE CITY)

» Comptroller
» Sign up to stay up to date on
their election coverage.

If you are turned away
at the polls: call the
voter suppression hotline
@ 866-OUR-VOTE
(866-687-8683)

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

* Know Your Rights
New York Civil Liberties Union

* Know Your Rights
NYC Civic Engagement Commission

Election Protection
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TQ60W5CRmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TQ60W5CRmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqpst3uY-0w&list=PL0B0b34dC_h-ETDqWzLi5rWNSe5OyU6dK&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxZKsA9Wd7w&list=PL0B0b34dC_h-ETDqWzLi5rWNSe5OyU6dK&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3EqR2noH3o&list=PL0B0b34dC_h-ETDqWzLi5rWNSe5OyU6dK&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qMU_6JNFlY&list=PL0B0b34dC_h-ETDqWzLi5rWNSe5OyU6dK&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTxrd5-cnjw&list=PL0B0b34dC_h-ETDqWzLi5rWNSe5OyU6dK&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TIVFxAB3LV8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TIVFxAB3LV8
https://f.io/5B5oj6xs
https://f.io/-iq4smVU
https://f.io/9YFh8cEf
https://f.io/l1uh7fHK
https://f.io/kr_T5p9N
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fspreadsheets%2Fd%2F16hKLypxW-7IdqAeoSDyRE9W7W12jrma8hM8IcB5r6UI%2Fedit&data=04%7C01%7Ccohlya%40hra.nyc.gov%7C9f4112b6ebbb433c366308d8f51142fc%7C369ccac91d3d435bb214c86f3a380236%7C0%7C0%7C637528801790482442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=klHDyLW7PW4MmKKg8KrzPza5or9FpHfMML4TkiwZJuc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.journalism.cuny.edu/centers/center-community-media/city-elections-initiative/
https://www.journalism.cuny.edu/centers/center-community-media/city-elections-initiative/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecity.nyc%2F22330081%2Fmeet-your-mayor-nyc&data=04%7C01%7Ccohlya%40hra.nyc.gov%7C9f4112b6ebbb433c366308d8f51142fc%7C369ccac91d3d435bb214c86f3a380236%7C0%7C0%7C637528801790502353%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fDXOftlTLn655cPBw7OTOeX2iL5%2BsQGB3l7eykDUM7M%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/elected-officials/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecity.nyc%2F22233474%2Fthe-race-for-nyc-mayor-whos-running-to-run-this-town-in-2021&data=04%7C01%7Ccohlya%40hra.nyc.gov%7C9f4112b6ebbb433c366308d8f51142fc%7C369ccac91d3d435bb214c86f3a380236%7C0%7C0%7C637528801790502353%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1hPusp1PlY6290ADYZ6ZIzCKpgv09KiaMqQXxUTkL9Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecity.nyc%2F2021%2F1%2F31%2F22253418%2Fwhat-you-need-to-know-about-new-yorks-district-attorney-races-in-2021&data=04%7C01%7Ccohlya%40hra.nyc.gov%7C9f4112b6ebbb433c366308d8f51142fc%7C369ccac91d3d435bb214c86f3a380236%7C0%7C0%7C637528801790512313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Zt4cKIBRrfqtGqEoiGy8RD9LoItpjyYScuX%2FvO5wc5c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecity.nyc%2F22233762%2Fwhat-you-need-to-know-about-the-public-advocate-race-in-2021&data=04%7C01%7Ccohlya%40hra.nyc.gov%7C9f4112b6ebbb433c366308d8f51142fc%7C369ccac91d3d435bb214c86f3a380236%7C0%7C0%7C637528801790512313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YXdpNLw7oU%2FpqKX2T2VjfQ7AFlC%2BUSk9lYyBlBMNnV8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecity.nyc%2F22233782%2Fwhat-you-need-to-know-about-the-borough-president-races&data=04%7C01%7Ccohlya%40hra.nyc.gov%7C9f4112b6ebbb433c366308d8f51142fc%7C369ccac91d3d435bb214c86f3a380236%7C0%7C0%7C637528801790512313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=l2yoaZT5iChGr7fjVUuSHd3dOKZ0ax8In%2B43IdhZx4M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecity.nyc%2F22233596%2Fwhat-to-know-about-the-2021-new-york-city-council-races&data=04%7C01%7Ccohlya%40hra.nyc.gov%7C9f4112b6ebbb433c366308d8f51142fc%7C369ccac91d3d435bb214c86f3a380236%7C0%7C0%7C637528801790522265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=nBjrrx3nAPE1CpLb8hus4cnMa065Y%2Br%2FlNrLP6dKFZo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecity.nyc%2F2021%2F3%2F9%2F22321218%2Fwho-is-running-for-nyc-city-council-in-your-district&data=04%7C01%7Ccohlya%40hra.nyc.gov%7C9f4112b6ebbb433c366308d8f51142fc%7C369ccac91d3d435bb214c86f3a380236%7C0%7C0%7C637528801790522265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XsOl9zM6kFDHO6F691DLQbPza8mIocua7buF7K56P68%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecity.nyc%2F22233698%2Fwhat-to-know-about-the-2021-city-comptrollers-race-in-new-york&data=04%7C01%7Ccohlya%40hra.nyc.gov%7C9f4112b6ebbb433c366308d8f51142fc%7C369ccac91d3d435bb214c86f3a380236%7C0%7C0%7C637528801790532219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QPklUviz4xhdi9YaATxbQ%2FufqNqG10OAxeuTcDfvctU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecity.nyc%2F2021%2F2%2F14%2F22283013%2Fcivic-newsroom-election-information-new-york-city-voters&data=04%7C01%7Ccohlya%40hra.nyc.gov%7C9f4112b6ebbb433c366308d8f51142fc%7C369ccac91d3d435bb214c86f3a380236%7C0%7C0%7C637528801790532219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VZ4Pt9qIykoVOL6yQZREk7efFThi0vHT1dWyyNSMtbk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nyclu.org/en/issues/voting/your-rights-voting-info#Rights
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/civicengagement/voting/know-your-rights.page
https://866ourvote.org/
https://wccny.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/democracy.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/civicengagement/index.page
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GLOSSARY: NEW YORK CITY ELECTIONS

Absentee Ballot: Usually submitted by mail, an absentee ballot is used to cast a vote by
an absentee voter who is unable to be physically present on Election Day.

Borough Presidents: An advocate for their borough. Borough Presidents are able to fund local
initiatives, groups and projects like buying technology for public schools, renovating

local parks or spearheading community health outreach. Borough Presidents work with the
New York City Council and are able to introduce bills, though they cannot vote on them.

With New York City Council Members, Borough Presidents appoint all members of
Community Boards.

Comptroller: Also known as the City’s Chief Financial Officer, the Comptroller oversees the
city’s fiscal health by conducting performance and financial audits of city agencies, protecting
pensions, enforcing prevailing and living wage laws, overseeing the budget, and promoting
policies that enhance government’s efficiency, integrity, and performance.

District Attorney (DA): The top prosecutor for a town, city, county or state. The District
Attorney has wide latitude on what and how to prosecute, such as setting bail or making
decisions about plea bargains. In New York City, district attorneys are elected by the pubilic.

General Election: An election held at regular intervals in which voters elect candidates
in all or most constituencies of a nation or state.

Mayor: Also known as the city’s Chief Executive, the Mayor has the power to remove and
appoint Commissioners, make judicial appointments, and set the city’s policy and budget
priorities. The Mayor can serve up to two, four-year terms and manages relationships with
state and federal lawmakers; proposes, enacts, and vetoes laws; and manages large
zoning, land use and housing policy decisions.

New York City Council: Members of the New York City Council represent one of 51 districts
in New York City. They are responsible for proposing and voting on legislation in policy areas
such as policing, housing, and street safety. Members of the New York City Council work with
the Mayor to craft the city budget each year. Importantly, if two-thirds of the City Council
agree, they can override a veto from the Mayor. The City Council is an important check on
the office of the Mayor.

Primary: An election to narrow the number of candidates before a General Election.

Primaries can be partisan (meaning voters can only cast a ballot for the member of their own
political party they want to represent them in the General Election) or nonpartisan (voters can
cast a ballot for members of either party to decrease the number of overall candidates

in advance of the General Election).

Public Advocate: A non-voting member of the New York City Council who can introduce and
co-sponsor legislation, the Public Advocate is the first in line to become Mayor if they cannot
fulfill their duties. The Public Advocate oversees city agencies; investigates and makes propos-
als to address citizens’ complaints about city services; and appoints members to boards and
commissions.
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